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"Great men are not a l l a l i k e , iiome of them are great 
because of ths anvironmeat that saapes tliem and Luprints 
i t s e l f on them and makes them i t s symbols, others are great 
bacauses they ai^ a l l t ha t t h e i r eavironinent is in them and 
Durst forth from them, acme i r e a t men are made by the ages 
1" 
in which they l i v e , others make th= age what i t is « 
Jayaprakash Narayan vjas one such great man., who was 
shaped by his time and has aJLso l e f t his imprints on i t . 
As a p o l i t i c a l l eade r , soc ia l and moral crusader be a t t r a c t e d 
a t t en t ion r s tha r ear ly and l ived tarough a l i f e fu l l of 
chal lenges , s t r i f e s and s t r u g g l e s , his was r ea l ly an 
eventful l i f e . After Gandhi, Asad, F a t e l , Hehru, there i s 
perhaps no one among our leaders of the freedom s t ruggle so 
s t a t e l y , so towering, so complingly a t t r a c t i v e as Jayaprakash 
Karayan, 
i i a r l i e r his isarvodaya liovement and l a t e r his Janata 
Par ty movement, which culminated i n the establisiiment of 
the Janata Govt, at the Centre and i n some s t a t e s as we l l , 
won him nat ional 4nd in t e rna t iona l fame and acclaim. He 
l i ved and thrived in con t rovers ies , commanded respect and 
adortion of f r iends , and a t t r a c t e d compelling a t t en t ion 
1, Abid iiusain; The way of Gandhi and Wehru, Asia Publ ishing 
House, 1959, P. 1 , 
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of his foes aad adversar ies . He became a legend in his 
l i f e ticie, xie rode his age age admirably ana bef i t led 
the Indian soc ia l s i t u a t i o n ccmfortauly, Hov/ could be 
become cad do a l l th i s? I'he ciii=v;er i s , pernaps , to oe 
found in the ci.-cums lancss be founa himself i n . 
Late 19th and e a r l y J:iOtn century wis a period wnen 
d r a s t i c changes ixi the s o c i a l , p o l i t i c a l , economic and 
re l ig ious f ields took pl?ce through d i f fe ren t cultairal 
revolutions and tho two worldwars. In such environment 
and universal values , the phi losopnical doctrines and a l l 
the Soc io -po l i t i ca l trends appeared melting and evaporating 
in the Crucible of confusion. Chaos and d i s a s t e r have 
cnrnged si&n* s c apab i l i t i e s of thinking and reasoning to 
such an extent tha t no philosopny d f pure thought and 
reason can now e a s i l y put together the disturbed pans on 
the balanced itilcrum of humanity. 
In the dramatic s e t t i n g layaprakash Harayan's pnilosphy 
i s nothing but a true depict ion of humanism with d i f f e r en t 
shades and hues of ro l ig ion , 
J^yaprakash focussed his search - l i g h t of thought 
to uneartn the f a i th of humanistic philosphy and t r i e d 
to reconstruct the pa t t e rn of education in such a way as 
to enable i t to develop r e spec t , love of cons idera t ion , 
to le rance , cooperation, se l f l essness for one's fellow beings. 
The purpose being to change the Indian soc ie ty in to a 
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peaceful sad congenial atmosphere wh-^re a l l mny f lour i sh 
and sc-ii^ve t n a i r aspera t ions . Being an euucationii-1 in 
the brond zsjjse of the tsrm, he cal led fortn education 
for the rescue of men stranded in the confused world of 
wars, hatred, dastructioxi, ana teiislon. Jayaprakash appeared 
as an emijodied p r o t e s t against a l l tnose thoughts, 
p3?ogramnes and p rac t i ces of education which cnanged human 
beings into ego - centred Sxid narrow - minded e n t i t i e s of 
the world. 
Purpose of the otudy and utaltexQent of the Dxable^U-
The present s tudy aims at "A C r i t i c a l atudy of the 
j o c i o - p c l i t i c a l Greed and the iiducaticnal Ideas of 
J^yaprakash TJarayan" . Jayaprakash x\!arayan i-j&s a t^/pical 
representat ive his times and climes. His boc io - ; ;o l i t i ca l 
creed has l a r g e l y been shaped by the s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l and 
economic conditions of India of his t imes. His educat ional 
ideas have s i m i l a r l y been shaped by the dducational 
s i t u a t i o n as i t was then preva i l ing in Ind ia . Any systema-
t i c study of Jeyaprakash fiarayan's s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l creed 
and iiducational Id2as would, tne re fore , be quite worthwhile. 
For i t waild throw l i g a t on an important sagment of Indian 
h i s to ry . I t v/ould alsp give a peep into the working of 
the mind of a person who has been bai led by mil l ions as 
the second Gandhi and nas dominated the Indian p o l i t i c a l 
scene for decades. 
I t is the feel ing of the present i nves t iga to r tha t 
while much a t t en t ion has been paid to Jayaprakash i'farayan 
as a p o l i t i c a l a g i t a t o r , his educatio-ial i deas , based as 
they are on nit s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l creed, have l a r g e l y remained 
neglected. The present investigaT:or, t a^ re fo re , tnought i t 
wortawhile to unucrtcke ttiis study of J . P . ' s ^ c c i o - p o l i t i c a l 
crsed and -.duc&tioaal Id^aas , aE axi hunible e f fo r t on his p a r t 
toward an understandinj of a c r i t i c a l pnase in the h i s t o r y 
of post-independence Ind ia . I t i s worthwile foi- one mora 
reason, Lok - Nayak Jayaprakasn Narayan was a legendry figure 
and his s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l creed and educational i d e a s , i f 
i # properly worked out and sys temat ica l ly presented , can 
i i ispire confidence and provide guidance at a time when we 
need them most. The present s tudy, l imi ted in scope as i t 
i s , can not serve the purpose wel l . But i t may s t imula te 
Some one more qual i f ied and resourceful tq undertake a 
more thoroughgoing s tudy of the subject which the presen t 
s tudy has , a t l e a s t , only i n i t i a t e d i f t ha t happens, the 
labourers of the present inves t iga to r would have been 
s u i t a b l y rewarded. 
B. Plan of the study; The study nas tno follov\?ing sec t ions 
and chapters; 1, Introduct ion 2 , Jayaprakash Narayan and 
his family beck ground 3 , Jayaprakash Harayan's s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l 
creed, 4, Jayaprakash Ilarayan's iilducational ideas , 5, Conclu-
sions 6, delected uibl icgraphy. 
C. a>puree of Datat The following sources have been used 
in the data - co l l ec t ing . 
1, Original works of- Jayaprakash i^arayaa 
2. Relevant c r i t i c a l l i t e r a t u r e on him. 
D. Kethp^d of :a,tudy;. A c r i t i c a l , i n t e r p r e t a t i v e and 
evaluat ive study of the sa l ac ted o r ig ina l works and c r i t i c a l 
l i t e r a t u r e avai lable on the subjec t of the s tudy has been 
made. 
6 
CHAPTilR - I 
ffy\ JAYAPIiAKAQii HAIiAYANt Family Background 
Jaysprskasii Karayan was horn i n the ea r ly hoars of 
October U , 1902, near the v i l l age of is t tabdiara 50 miles 
from the capi ta l of Bihar, His mother's name was Phul Rani 
Devi's and he was the fourth chi ld del ivered hy her. His 
f a the r , Harsu Dayal l iked him more theji his o ther chi ldren 
and used to iSay tha t his son would become a great man someday. 
He belonged to a Kayastha family of Bihar fa/nous for i t s 
achievements and accomplishments in d i f ferent f i e l d s . The 
Kayasthas formed a progress ive , enlightened and forward -
looking comitiinity of Hindus which has already made a name 
for i t s e l f through i t s achievements in the f ie lds l i ke law, 
medicine, teaching and adminis t ra t ion , 
Harsu Dayal'S f i r s t son was admitted to the Govt, high 
school a t Chapra of -i^aran d i s t r i c t . But he soon died of 
cholera . After t h i s , Phul Rani became very anxious about 
her next child named as Chandarbhanu. But unfor tuna te ly 
a f t e r some years plague broke out i n ^^^itabdiara and 
Chandarbhanu also died of i t , leaving her parent sad and 
gloomy. 
After los ing t h e i r two chi ldren Jayaprakash Narayan's 
parents l ived in constant fear of los ing t h e i r o ther chi ldren 
a l s o . For th is great anxiety and also love and af fec t ion for 
Jayaprakash Narayan, his mother became over careful and 
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indulgent and kept him very close to he i^e l f , never allowing 
him to venture out . As a r e su l t of th i s Jayaprakash Narayaa 
became quiet and shy, 
Harsu Dayal iras fond of hunting but he never took 
Jayaprakash with him, t»oon his fa ther moved to Canal 
construct ion work and Jayaprakash Narayan was l e f t to the 
care of his step - grand mother who took a l l his respons i -
b i l i t i e s , e spec ia l ly about his educat ion. One of the teacher 
named as "Aditya Mishra" a l w y s tausht JayaprakadSh Warav^n 
•^a^aprakash Narayan*s e lde r s i s t e r too l i ved with his f a t h e r , 
away from him and so there was not much contact between the 
brother and the s i s t e r . 
His family always at tend re l ig ious meetings l i k e Ho l i , 
Durga, Puja and Hew Years, But his fa ther never took p a r t 
i n such ceremonies. His parents were gen t l e , kindhearted 
and people of great courage and convict ion. Floods destroyed 
his family property four times a f t e r sho r t i n t e rva l s and each 
t 
time his father and grandfather refeuilt i t . 
From his e a r l y childhood Jayaprakash snowed the marks 
of a budding revolut ionary , a fear less and uncompromising 
Soul , He was a man of great i n t e g r i t y , mental as well as 
moral se l f ishness in a l l i t s forms and degrees was held 
i n the utmost contempt by him. 
"He possessed an immense a b i l i t y to influence o thers 
through a combination personal f ea r l e s sness , phys ica l and 
moral dar ing, serupulons i n t e l l e c t u a l honesty and a love for 
his fellow countryman which extended to the ^(rtiole human fSe^il, 
• ^ '" " " • ' • • • • - " • ' • " • .III—•••I.I—...I. . • P - . ^ . - p . mmm.m-^.m<^ iMi • III-HNM • • » . ! • • ' • • -niiwi.im.i. ii» i - . . • i.». •i.i - . i . - i • .n .—-p .—ri .—• . • ' . ! • • ii»w •••ii.i..|i. •IIM»I i.HLii.m nmw tnu um'"ll-'"<mmK t^fpmm 
X, Allan and Wendy i>carfej J . P , His Biography o r i en t 
Longman L td . , 1975, P, 1, 
Jayepraicash Karayan got married, a t a comparatively 
young age, v/ith prabhavati who her&elf was thiJii only of 
14 years. The marriage deeply influenced his personal and 
p o l i t i c a l l i f e in many ways.Prabhavati had had the good 
fortune of staying with Gaiidhi^i for quite some years and 
th i s experience l a t e r proved to be of im.v.ense help to 
Jayaprakash. Prabhavat i , through this i n i t i a t i o n to G a n d h i j l ' s , 
ways of thinlcing'fot matured, s u f f i c i e n t l y and proved to be 
a naiiural companion to Jayaprakash in his l a t e r ventures and 
s t r u g g l e s . 
On 3th April 1930 a f t e r the dramat ical ly symbolic bui ld 
up of the Dandi o a l t march. Gandhi, Nahru, Joyapi?akash 
Narayan and hundreds of Congress workers were a r res ted and 
sen t to j a i l where some of them were even b r u t a l l y beaten, 
Jayaprakash Narayan's mother could not bear the news of 
b r u t a l i t y and succumbled to the shock, 
Jayaprakash Harayan \ms v^ry much d i f f i r e n t from o ther 
p o l i t i c i a n s of VCB day. He the sense of soc ia l j u s t i c e was 
too much in him. He was deadly against landlordism and 
wanted equitable d i s t r i b i t i o n of land in the t i l l e r s . 
Dlscrimination on any grounds whatsoever was j u s t i n t o l e r a b l e 
to him. 
Through uncompromising and revolut ionary in his s o c i o -
p o l i t i c a l views, he was a very mild-mannered, soft-spoken 
and considerable to his friends and foes a l i k e , A la rge 
number of people used to v i s i t him and he always looked 
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forward to discus s lag with them the long-term problems and 
impl ica t ions , his movements for soc ia l reform and J u s t i c e . 
Among hi& valued v i s i t o r s were educa t i on i s t s , economists, 
s o c i o l o g i s t s , lgv;yers and o t h s i s . 
jlven Jayaprakash Narayan v/as quite a pu r i t an in his views 
about man andssociety. The thing ne was most anagonis t ic to 
in his f r iends , even the ones who taught him comtiiunism at 
Wisconsin and Chicago, was t h e i r lack of mora l i ty , , t h e i r lack 
of care for t h e i r families , t h e i r sex mora l i ty , 
Jayaprakash Narayan was the chiled of his own circumstances 
of b i r t h and upbringing. Unlike some of his contemporary 
ga?eatman, l i ke Nehru and oth(;i2:«, he was not born with a si l^rer 
Spoon in his mouth. He had seen poverty, d i r t and f i l t h , 
squalover and apathy, c rue l i t i o s and inhumanities around him 
from an e a r l y age. He had also suffered personal t r a g e d i t i e s . 
All th i s s t ee led his s jpir i l but more than tha t i t k indled i n 
him a des i r e , a pass ion, for cnanging a l l . t h i s for the b e t t e r . 
Thus his Socialism came as an outgrowth of his own f e e l i n g s , 
su f fe r ings , and compassions, i t was not sometning imposed on 
him from v/ithout. I t was this s o c i a l i s t i c zeal and favour 
which made and kept him r e s t l e s s , moving, s t r i v i n g , throughout 
his l i f e . 
id 
"From flLumericals, mul t ip l i ca t ion t a b l e s , nindast&ni 
alphabet and the reading of myths and legends a t home, 
Jayaprakash Narayan moved on to the v i l lage primary school 
when he was about s i x years of age. The family paid fees 
for him r ight through tiie upper primary school , there was 
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no government school i n h is village , 
VJhen Jayaprakash Narayan was nine years old» He l e f t 
the v i l lage and was admitted to the seventh class of the 
co l l eg ia te school a t Patna*. Jayaprakash Narayan reached there 
by bullodc ca r t with the help of his grandfather. . He got 
a l l the f a c i l i t i e s from his e lder .brother who was an a s s i s t a n t 
i n the office of the high court a t Patna, • 
Jayapcakash Karayan was always ser ious and he always 
thought tha t a f te r the death of his e l d e r brother a l l 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s for the family res ted on him, Jayaprakash 
Narayan spent most of his time i n reading novels and o the r 
h i s t o r i c ma te r i a l s . 
He stayed in Patna and had l i t t l e contact with his 
' p a r e n t s . He was always found to be studious and s e n s i t i v e . 
He reached the f inal c lass in the year 1918, and appeared a t 
the s t a t e publ ic , mat r icu la t ion examination a t the close 
of the academic year. He got d i s t r i c t mer i t scholarship 
a t Patna College. 
While he was busy with his s tudies the p o l i t i c a l s i tua t ioE 
2 , I b i d P.27. ~" ' 
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preva i l ing in the nine provinces exercised a profound 
influence on him, and he declared himself a n a t i o n a l i s t and 
a criasader in the cause of his country. He took even a bold 
s tep when he boycotted the classes which were going to held 
on Pi.aksha Bandlian day. 
In America he was admitted in to the second year g e t t i n g ' 
a year" c red i t for his Indian Intermediate acience Efegree, 
His main subjects were mathematics, Qhemicsl iingineering and 
Biology, for his i n i t i a l i n t e r e s t l a y in sc ience . He got 
s t r a i g h t A" i n a l l s u b j e c t s , except in p r a c t i c a l s when he 
3 
found i t hard to follow the American ascent , 
His family was too poor to maintain him but Jayaprakash 
Warayan had thought to go America e s p e c i a l l y Cal i fo rn ia , a t 
f i r s t Jayaprakash JIarayan went to Calcutta in Western Clothes 
a t the age of 19 with Rs. 20,000 gif ted by his o\ln as well 
as his wife's family and s t a r t e d for California'^. 
In his spare time Jaya|)rakash s e t type for a pub l i ca t ion 
providing information for Indian s tuden t s . He had few o the r 
i n t e r e s t s and was s . t i l l a s e r i o u s , a sce t i c young man. All 
the same he had adopted himself without s t r e s s to American 
Conditions . 
V/hen he reached marysvil le he s t a r t e d for reaching a 
cheap hotel and a f te r some iiours, he found a cheap h o t e l . 
For the f i r s t day he s e t around the shops of the few Indian 
3 , AJfit Bhattacharjea; Jayaprakash Karayan 
A P o l i t i c a l Biography, Vikas publishing House, Pvt , L t d . , 
197^, P. 35. 
4 . Ib id P. 35 
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ffl@rcnants, one of the laorchant asked him i f you are a 
s tudent and lookiag for enplojment and he asked severa l 
in t roductory questions from Jayaprakash .^iarayan. AfL-ar 
t n i s he gave his own in t roduct ion and to ld tha t his naxne 
was sher Khan and asked him to bring his luggage from the 
h o t e l , 
wher Khan took him some miles out of marysvil le to the 
f i r s t ranch of G.B. Harber near Yuba City and showed him his 
l i v i n g quar te r s , a long wooden shed completely empty of 
furniture ' . In the morning Jayaprakash Narayan began his work 
of s e t t i n g out grapes to dry in the sun to "be made in to 
ras in i n the factory on the ranch, ilis Pathan ' f r iends helped 
him unsparingly through his f i r s t fe^U days. 
On isunday he went to marysvi l la to look a2?ound the 
shops and saw his f i r s t s i l i e n t movie. After one aontn the 
job was completed and he returned to Berkeley and s t a r t e d 
searching for job but he was unable to get any job . In 
Berkeley he l ived in a rented room, and-s tar ted working i n 
res taurants and taking odd jobs . On i<undays he managed to 
eke out two months of waiting and his f i r s t term as a 
science student a t the u n i v e r s i t y of Ca l i fo rn ia , which 
ended in May, 
The s tuden t s , he came in to contact belonged to a 
cosmpolitan club, i j t i l l subject to lone l iness and i n s e c u r i t i e t , 
Jayaprakash Sarayan formed a very close friends nip with 
Avron Lamdy, a graduate a s s i s t a n t in the German Department 
of the Univers i ty^, 
5, Ibid P, 55 
II 
By now the Americaa ascent was no obstacle and he had 
no d i f f i c u l t y in keeping pace with the l e c t u r e s . 
Attendance was a problem there e spec ia l ly in winter 
and he was always l a t e in the^ c l a s s . But th i s made no 
difference as he continued to get s t r a i g h t "A"'s in a l l 
sub;5ects, but was shor t of attendance i n Geraian, 
He came in contact with marx, who had a l o t of work 
i n sociology. Jayaprakash Narayan se lec ted u n i v e r s i t y of 
Wisconsin because i t was- very much reputed in United s t a t e s . 
As an extension to thd reading for his courses , he 
went regular ly with Landy to the study evenings by the ce l l s 
of the comininist pa r ty which ex i s ted among the s tudents in 
the un ivers i ty . This groups not only provided him with 
i n t e l l e c t u a l s t imulat ion and keen discussions but also with 
a sense of belong4.ng. I t offered him sympathy for the 
lack of money, and as an outpost of an in t e rna t iona l movement 
aimed a t removing the i nequa l i t i e s of Wealth from a l l 
6 human s o c i e t i e s . 
He became known and admired on the Iowa campus fo r his 
penetra t ing i n t e l l e c t . Bit though he had many companions, 
he had few fr iends, iSssent ia l ly he was s t i l l a s e r i o u s , 
s ingle minded young man in his ea r ly twent ies . 
Jayaprakash Narayan stayed for seven years i n America 
He wrote to Bishweshwar t ha t he v/as studying sociology, 
6. Ib id P. 56 -
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He wrote to Prabhavati tha t he had received an i n v i t a t i o n 
to study in Soviet Union and so he requested her to accompany 
him but Prabhavati again refused to go with him. 
After completing a year ' s s tudy, he f e l t the need to 
move on in quest of nioney and a more s t imula t ing environment, 
60 much of the next three years were spent i n Chicago, where 
work was more r ead i ly ava i l ab l e , and in the p o l i t i c a l l y 
aware and a t t r a c t i v e atmosphere of .the u n i v e r s i t y of 
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Wisconsin a t Madison • 
Jayaprakash Narayan's s t a y i n Chicago, on off, for 
three years , would leave an i nde l ib l e mark on Jayaprakash 
Narayan persona l i ty . He worked on a l l kinds ,of ^otis -
iihovelling snow, c lear ing hotel bathrooms, turning out nuts 
and bolts in one fac tory . Packaging Po t t e ry in another. 
After some months, Landy suggested Jayaprakash Narayan 
go with him to Columbus, Instead of returning home, 
Jayaprakash applied for a post graduate scholarship and he 
got the scholarsh ip . 
Meanwhile, he had given up science and taken up sociology 
and economics inkeeping with his new i n t e r e s t in man's 
evolution and the economic bases of soc i e ty . 
The subject of iiis thes i s for his pos t graduation 
degree was "isoeietal Var ia t ion" , Jayaprair.ash also appl ied 
to the Foundation for l^bral Leadership in New York City for 
o 
a student fellowship , 
7 . Ibid P. 36 
8, Ibid P. 63 
l 3 
Jayaprakash Jarayan had j u s t decided to' go in for a Ph.D. 
when he heared tha t his mother was s e r i o u s l y i l l , lie 
promptly gnve up his s tudies and spent a month i n j..ew York 
t r ^ l n j to earn enough to pay his fare to London, 
Jayaprakash Ilarayan returned from America to India 
bel ievi i i j that the Central problem of hauaan soc i e ty was 
inet^uality of x^ealth, rank, culture and opportuni ty . 
Thus, Jayaprakash Narayan's s t a y and education i n 
America, e spec ia l ly nis s tudy of sociology and his friendsJaip 
and discussions with Comitainist minded s t u d e n t s , developed' 
i n him a soc ia l a'.'^areness of an abiding na tu re . 
IS 
CHAPTER I I 
(A) Jayaprakash Narayan s t ragg le for freedom:-
Jayaprakash Narayan re turned t o Ind ia a f te r being 
seven years abroad, s t i l l a s e r i o u s , s ing le aiinded man 
Except for academic and p o l i t i c a l inf luences , he,had packed 
up l i t t l e from his stay in America though he had sipped 
drink a few times and smoked a c i g a r e t t e or two, he was 
bas ica l ly abs tanious . 
He came in c lose contact with Gandhji because h i s wife 
Prabhavati had stayed in his Ashram, Nehru was then the 
Congress president and he made Jayaprakash Narayan in charge 
of the labour research department of Al l Ind ia Congress 
Committee. Later on J?,yaprakash Narayan was appointed as 
general secretary of t he Congress. After s(Mietime, t h e top 
most leaders of Congress were a r r e s t ed and s a i t to the Nasik 
p r i s o n . Jayaprakash Narayan thought t h a t i t was n ice t o 
organise a s o c i a l i s t party which would function within t h e 
framework of n a t i o n a l i s t movement on the path of s t r u g g l e . 
I t was January 193^» when he took par t in his f i r s t 
r e l i e f operatic^ t o help vifctims of the d isas t rous Bihar 
Earthquake. In 19^2 a f te r escaping from Hazaribagb J a i l , 
he organised an armed g u e r r i l l a Compaign against t h e B r i t i s h 
Colonial regime t h a t made him as i n s t a n t hero of every 
student f m s t r a t e d by mahatma Gandhi's i n s i s t ance on n o n < 
v io l ence . He was r e - a r r e s t e d but when he emerged from prldofi 
on the eve of Indpendence, i t was Gandhiji who suggested t o 
appoin^t Jayaprakash Narayan as president of t he Congreff .part|fe», 
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"After Independence, Jayaprakash Narayan soon came to 
f ee l tha t what India needed was t o t a l r evo lu t ion . His c a l l e d 
s t r i k e s a responsive chord in the hear ts of many who f e e l a 
genuine concern for the Country 's fu tu re . But the mechanics 
he had in mind and the s t ra tegy he had adopted l e f t even some 
of b is admirers cold" • 
He had f i r s t toured the country to es tab l i sh the Congress 
s o c i o l i s t party - a group formed with some of young minds -
Ram Manohar Lohia, Ashok Mehta, Yusuf Mehrally, Achy.at 
Patwardhan. I t was an outstanding group, responding with 
i n t e l l i g e n c e , s e n s i t i v i t y and knowledge of p o l i t i c a l develop-
ment. 
He was an ardent n a t i o n a l i s t and he learned about the 
revolat ionery cul t from* noble leaders of Bengal at t h a t t ime . 
He kept himself away from the CPI and joined the ranks of 
the so ld ie r s of freedom. The Congress s o c i a l i s t party played 
a notable par t in giving shmpe t o the soc io - economic content 
of Congress policy and a hard edge to t he s t ruggle for 
freedom. 
Jayaprakash Narayan 's d i f f e r ^ c e s of opinion and 
approach with Gandhij i , made him a l l the more worthy of 
Mahatamas affection as a young f i rebrand . His courage of 
conviction organising e f f o r t s , s t a tus in the Congress 
Committee and his closeness to Gandhi won him an outstanding 
positicm among his contenporar ies . 
1. T.K. MAHADEVAN, Jayaprakash Narayan and the future of, 
Indian danocrecy, East-Wesf press Pv t . L td . , New Delh i , 
Madras (1919) P. 1. 
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He toured the length and breadth of Bihar i n t h e ear ly 
f i f t i e s t o ©ompaign Unsuccessfully for the candidates put up 
by a separa te s o c i a l i s t party formed when he and h i s col legues 
found i t impossible to function within the Ccwgress a f t e r 
Independence. This marked an unsuccessful l a i d to emerge as 
the top ranking p o l i t i c i a n l eade r . However, desp i te the 
breach , he was regarded as the next would be prime-minister* 
and was even invi ted by Nehru t o join t he Central Cabinet* 
La ter , having become completely d i s i l l u s i o n e d by the 
ways of the power hungry p o l i t i c i a n s , he f i n a l l y l e f t par ty 
p o l i t i c s to plunge i n t o the bhoodan (voluntary land - shar ing) 
movefflent sponsored by Acherya Vinoba Bhave, widely accepted 
as Gandhi 's" s p i r i t u a l h e i r . The soc ia l mora l i s t in 
Jaya|>«akash Narayan found in Bhoodan Movement a cause and 
mission to uphold, 
?inoba Bhave had ^ p h a s l z e d the s p i r i t u a l aspect of 
Mahatma's l ^ a c y , depending exclusively on pursua t ion , r e -
j ec t i ng any fora of Coercion. JayajTrakash Harayan had worked 
out an en t i r e technique based on shfuring and s e l f - r e g u l a t i n g 
v i l l a g e u n i t s . He always explained what the sarvodi^a 
d i s i n t e r e s t in party p o l i t i c s meant, 
"Vinoba Bhave *s own ef for t s - he had walked thousands 
of miles to propagate h i s doctr ines - had evoked a f a i r 
degree of response frcxa landowners, especia l ly in areas 
threa tened by violence"^, 
. . w r T j j i i ' i - n w i i w i i - . , 1 . . . • • i i ^ i i M i i - i i i .11 - I I • I , , , — . i . - „ • . — ^ • i i > i , i — I I I , , , . W I N * .1 « III , • „ !• , II ,1.1 . , „ i ^ , • „ . , „ , - • — i K i — • • • . ^ w i - i Mi w i m p i f 
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Jayaprakash Harayan be l ieved in peaceful means for 
noble ends. He was thus c loser t o Gandhi^i as fa r as t h e 
p r i n c i p l e of puri ty of means i s ccxicemed • But un l ike 
Gandhiji he did not completely r u l e out v io l en t methods, in 
extreme s i t u a t i o n s . He l a i d s t r e s s on peaceful means, with 
t h e implicat ion t h a t i f peaceful demonstrators were provoked 
by violence to reac t v i o l e n t l y , the movement need not be 
ca l l ed off - as Gandhi had done in 1922 when 22 policemen were 
k i l l e d by a mob in a remote U.P, v i l l a g e , Chauri Ghaura, 
"Jg^aprakash Narayan decided to go round*the country . 
He came in touch with many p ^ p l e . Someone informed t h e 
pol ice t h a t he-*as t r a v e l l i n g by t r a i n from Delhi t o Eawal-
p indi by f ron t i e r Mail t o contact pathan insurgents of 19th 
Sept^iber 1 ^ 3 . fine Itoglish and two Indian po l ice o f f i ce r s 
entered hia compartments and a r r e s t ed him a t refvolver p o i n t . 
He was released a f t e r ten months"^. 
Suffice i t t o note t h a t by the time he was re leased 
from prison in 1 f^6-^  about a year a f te r the r e l ea se of o ther 
top l e a d e r s , he had became a great mass f igure and had t ^ « 3 
h is seat in the pantheon of na t iona l heroes l i k e Mahatma 
Gandhi, Jawahar Lai Nehru and Subhash Chaiidra Bose, 
Mhen Jayaprakash Narayan emerged from Agra Centra l J a i l 
on 11th Apri l 1 9 ^ , h is popular i ty was seccaad c«ily t o 
Jawahar Lai Nehru and was even higher than him- among studafits, 
t he B r i t i s h Cabinet Mission had a r r ived in Ind i a on 23 Hareh| 
18 days before Jayaprakash Karaysm *s r e l e a s e . After hia^ 
3". I b i d . F . 8 
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r e l e a s e from J a i l when he was returning he met with t he 
itLssion. He also met the top Congress leaders l i k e Azad, 
Nehru and Pat e l . 
In November 19''f6, Jayaprakash Narayan saw t h a t Hindu 
Muslim r i o t s have s t a r t e d ixi h i s own s t a t e and even in Bengal 
and 
because of a conspiracy between the Muslim league / the B r i t i s h 
government. This saddened h l m g r e a t l y . He, t h e r e f o r e , warmed 
against making t h e mistakes of soc i a l democracy in Si rope 
which had allowed capi ta l ism and cons t i tu t iona l i sm. He 
advised the s o c i a l i s t party t o adhere s teadfas t ly t o the path 
of revolut ion . He saw no conf l ic t between democracy and 
revo lu t ion . 
On 1^th and l^th August t h e B r i t i s h was converted i n to 
two dominious - Pakistan and Ind ia . In those days Jayaprakash 
Narayan spent most of h is time touring the country, 
(B)^  Jayaprakash Narayan *s Ideas s^out Socialism and Sarvodayai* 
Jayaprakash Narayan was an ardent n a t i o n a l i s t and revo-
lut ionery to the core , fhe e x t r a - t e r r i t o r i a l conTections 
of coiaaaunist party in I nd i a , the re fore came as a rude shook 
to him and appeared to be a perver ted appl icat ion of maridsa 
t o the Indian s i u t a t i t x i . I t became clear t o him t h a t tb© 
s o c i a l i s t Bovotent In Ind ia could not be car r ied on under tb# 
leadership of t he Indian Coimnunist party,. 
The r e su l t of t h i s thinking on Jayaprakash Narayan *a 
p a r t shared by a subs t an t i a l number of congressman including, 
such a senior leader as Acharya Narendra Deva r e su l t ed in 
u 
t h e foundation of tbe congress s o c i a l i s t party in 193^» 
with Jayaprakasb Narayan as i t s General Secretary. Jayapra^asfe 
Harayan's view came to be regarded as the only correc t app l ica -
t i on of marxism t o the Indian s i t ua t i on and the approach of 
the communists were generally regarded as unsuited to t he 
Indian Conditions. Jayaprakasb Narayan advocated tha t 
» Socialism i s a system of soc i a l reconstruct ion and not a 
code of personal conduct j no group of i d e a l i s t s csua b u i l d 
up sodLalism unless they have power in t h e i r hands; only a 
s o c i a l i s t party in power can establish*"^ a s o c i a l i s t society, . 
The s o c i a l i s t oarty aspired for two th ings (1) gaining su 
suf f ic ien t support t o be able t o deal with the opposi t ion 
and (2) removal of inequal i ty of weal th. I t was thought 
t h a t i f i nequa l i t i e s have to be removed, t he remedy i s to 
es tab l i sh the p r iva te osmership of the whole coranunity. 
J ^ a p r a k a s h Narayan thought t h a t no p o l i t i c a l philosphy was 
nobler and grea te r than man himself p o l i t c a l philosphy means 
providing the environment and t o achieve highest mob i l i t y . 
Socialism means d i f fe ren t th ings t o d i f fe ren t persons . 
To Jayaprakasb Narayan, socialism liieant a form of socie ty in 
which the mater ia l needs of every individual are s a t i s f i e d 
and also in which the indiv idual i s a cul tured and c i v i l i s e d , 
f ree and brave, kind and generous be ing. He was absolute ly 
c l ea r in bis mind t h a t these idea l s can never be a t t a i n e d 
without a s t r i c t adherence t o ce r ta in human v a l u e s . 
h, Simla Prasad; Socialism Sarvodaya and democracy, 
Asia Publishing House. P . 12. 
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I n d i a and Social ism:-
Jayaprakash Narayan rea,lized t h a t i t i s not easy t o 
e s tab l i sh socialism in India for her t r a d i t i o n s are q u i t e 
d i f fe ren t from those of European coun t r i e s . India i s 
i n d u s t r i a l l y very backward and there are a l l kinds of d iv ides 
- r e l i g i o n s , c u l t u r a l , l i n g u i s t i c , e t c . However, had t h e r e 
been a s o c i a l i s t party in power i t would have been much 
eas ier to work for the establishment of a Soc i a l i s t s o c i e t y . 
During the Civ i l disobedience movements Jayaprakash 
Narayan had seen poor peasants and workers loosing t h e i r 
everything while the r ich saved t h e i r p roper t ies by paying 
pena l t i es to the al ien government. 
For bui lding a s o c i a l i s t society in I nd i a , Jayaprakash 
Narayan chalked out an e labora te plan ajad progrerame for the 
Congress s o c i a l i s t pa r ty . This included t r ans fe r of a l l 
power to the producing masses, development of the. economic 
l i f e of the country to be planned and con t ro l led by the 
s t a t e , soc i a l i s a t ion of key and p r inc ipa l i n d u s t r i e s , banks, 
insurance and public u t i l i t i e s , s t a t e control over , a l l t he 
means of production, d i s t r i bu t i on and exchange, foreign 
t r a d e , organisat ion of cooperatives for production and d i s -
t r i b u t i o n , encouragement and promotion of cooperative and 
co l l ec t ive forming by the s t a t e . There was to be no d i s -
crimination on grounds l i k e c a s t e , community and sex. 
Kith these object ives incorporated and well defined in 
t h e programme of the Soc ia l i s t party i t s aeirbership was then 
made open t o the communists suLso. For Jayaprakash Narayan, 
though d i s i l l u s ioned by the Indian Communists in some 
r e spec t s , had s t i l l f a i t h in the fundamentals of Marxism. 
He t r i e d to jus t i fy whatever he sa id or did by r e fe r r ing t o 
t h e wri t ings of marx. Though not abandoning Marxism a l t o g e -
t h e r , he stopped describing h is own philosphy as a brand 
of marxism as he had done in the t h i r t e e s . He now prefer red 
t o c a l l i t Democratic Socialism. 
VJhile Marx had made a strong impression on Jayaprakash 
Naray^i, Gandhij i ' s inf luence was also qu i t e pronounced. As 
ozer put i t "I had a feel ing tha t he was profoundly aware 
of and understood marxisra". 
As fa r marxism, he points out t h a t i t i^ a science of 
society ^:id a s c i e n t i f i c method of s o c i a l change and as 
such there can be no room for any dogmatism or fundamenta-
lism in i t . 
Jayaprakash Narayan advocated "Community Ownership« 
of the mesms of production and exchange as the s o c i a l i s t 
solut ion to the problem of i nequa l i t y . He repeatedly t o l d 
mass meetings of t r ade un ion i s t s i n Indian c i t i e s to abol ish 
p r iva te ownership of the means of production and to e s t a b l i s h 
over then the-ownership of the whole community, soc ia l i sm, 
he thought i s an i nev i t ab l e react ion to the c a p i t a l i s t system. 
Jayaprakash Narayan 's f i na l break with marxism came 
during a se l f - pu r i f i ca t ion f a s t , l a s t i n g twenty one days 
a t j l ^ n a in 1952. Jayaprakash Narayan emphatically r e -
pudiated the Marxian view t h a t through democratic methods, 
one can proceed only t o some ex ten t , but at t he l a s t s t age 
violence would be necessary In order t o complete the soc i a -
l i s t r evo lu t ion . His democratic social ism was found t o be 
more sui ted t o the Indian s i t ua t ion than the revolut ionary 
as v io lent social ism of t he marx i s t s . 
"Je^aprakash Narayan does not mean only parliamentary 
or cons t i tu t iona l methods but also includes in the mass -
movements and act ions of a non - v io l en t charac te r , which 
are cons t i t u t i ona l yet peaceful^*-^. 
As Jayapralcash Harayan puts i t "Socialism wishes t o 
destroy c lasses by making one c lass vlctoreous over t he 
other - which seems to be somewhat i l l o g i c a l . Gandhism wishes 
t o abolish c lasses by so bringing t h e c lasses together t h a t 
there are no c lass d i s t i n c t i o n l e f t " , 
FrcMi Socialism to Sarvodaya:-
As f a r as socialism i s concerned Jayaprakash Karayan 
reg re t s t h a t "I did not reach t h i s point in many l i f e ' s 
journey while Gandhlji was s t i l l in our midst , Howeverj he 
i s pursuaded tha t unless socialism i s transformed in to 
Sarvodaya, those goals which would remain beyond I t s reach 
and j u s t as we had to t a s t e t he ashes of independence*. 39 
future generations may have to t a s t e the ashes of socialisiB, 
Sarvodaya i s "People's sbcial ism" whether every 
s o c i a l i s t agrees or not with Sarvodaya he should agree tha t 
t h e a c r e of people 's or voluntai7 social ism and the lo s s of 
s t a t e - emforced socialism the fu l l e r and more r e a l the 
so&lalism. 
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Jayaprakash Narayan bel ieved tha t some of the good 
s o c i a l points i d e n t i f i e d by l^estern Thinkers - l i k e s e l f -
government, s elf-man a^ on en t , mutual cooperation and sha r ing , 
equa l i ty , freedcm brotherhood - could be p r ac t i ca l l y developed 
for b e t t e r i f man l i ved in small communities ins tead of l a rge 
s t a t e s * 
CC) Jayaprakash Narayan and Social Movements ; -
1. Jayaprakash Narayan and the Qui t - India move«e5ts:-
There came a time when the Congress party got r iveo 
by dirferences over the s t re tegy to adopted towards 2nd 
world war. There also came, as a d is turbing the sepa ra -
l i s t Movoaent of the Muslim league. Mr, Jinnah se ized 
the opportunity provided by the res ignat ion of t h e 
Congress min i s t r i e s in t he provinces to move c loser to 
the v iceroy. 
"Jayaprakash Narayan thought tha t solut ion for tb^se 
problems was mass revolut ionery s t rugg le"^ . He was back 
in Hazarlbagh J a i l , a f ter the c losure of Beol i , wkjen 
the AICC passed the i^uit-India reso lu t ion in Bc«nbay on ^ 
8th August 19if2. The resolu t ion sanctioned a mass 
s t ruggle on non-violent l i n e s , on t h e widest poss ib l e 
s ea l e , G-andhiji who had coined the slogan 'KJuit I n d i a " 
also described the movanent as "Unso'med r e v o l t " and 
"Open r e b e l l i o n " . Barly next morning "Gandhiji and aU. t ^ 
Congress leaders assembled in Borabay, including t h e 
6 . I b i d . P. 72 
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' party president Azaui and Hebru, were rounded up and 
despatched to j a i l . 
Jayaprakash Karayan could not be among the a r r e s t ed 
leaders as he was already in j a i l and he escaped from 
j a i l , the movement had already passed i t s peak and was 
crushed except in some remote pockets . 
Jayaprakash Narayan was very outspoken on the 
sens i t ive i s sue of violence versus non-violence '^ should 
have no hes i t a t i on in admit t ing" , he wrote , " that non-
violence of the brave , of p rac t i sed on a su f f i c i en t ly 
l a rge - sesile would make violence unnecessary, but where 
such non-violence i s absent . I should not allow cowardice 
clothed in shas t r i c s u b t l i t i e s to block the development 
of t h i s resolut ion and lead to i t s f a i l u r e . 
2 . Jayaprakash Narayan 's llovement agains t the Congress 
Government : -
Jayaprakash Narayan launched in the l a s t phase of 
h i s l i f e and p o l i t i c a l career a p ro tes t movem^it aga ins t 
the government headed by ^trs, I nd i r a Gandhi. ••The b e s t 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n t h a t could be given t o such a p r o t e s t 
movement i s tha t i t was an attempt t o provide form an^ 
organisation t o the pent up feel ings of the people aga ins t 
the wrongs and misdeals of the Government of the day" ' ' . 
Jayaprakash Narayan had come to lUlly fee l t h e deep 
d i s s a t i s f ac t i on p reva i l ing amongst the people owing t o 
7 . I b i d , P . 81 
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shortages of e s s e n t i a l coianodities, high p r i c e s , 
growing unemployment and t h e i r own incapaci ty or i n -
a b i l i t y t o do anything t o help themselves. He was g r e a t -
ly moved by the suffer ings of the people and t r i e d to 
help them in his own ways* 
Jayaprakash Narayan 's movem^t had another a spec t . 
In his statement of 19th November 197^, he accepted 
Mrs. Ind i ra Gandhi•s challenge to decide the i s sue a t 
the general e lec t ions of 1977. Beajnig confident of the 
mass appeal* he r e l i e d on methods of mass - act ion which 
he thought would force the s t a t e t o accept h is demands. 
He sensed q u i t e cor rec t ly t h a t t h e f r u s t r e t e d 
people were in a .furious mood and wanted a change in t h e 
Government a t long l a s t . Any v i ab l e a l t e r n a t i v e , could, 
ther^efore, be acceptable to them. 
Ttixs i s exactly what happened a f t e r the prcxnulgatic^i 
of emergency in June 1975. In ^iew of the passing of t h e 
38th, 3 ^ h , ^ i s t or ^2nd cons t i t u t ion Amendent Acts 
during the emergency, and the harsh measures t a k ^ by 
the Government to touch t a r g e t s of po|Rilaticxi c o n t r o l , 
a Soc io -po l i t i ca l cl imate had been created in which i t 
became eaisier for Jayaprakash Narayan and otlier l eader s 
of the Jan ta party to carry on t h e i r p o l i t i c a l conrpalgn 
for a change of Government. The r e s u l t was the crushing 
defeat of the Congress Governm^t and coming t o power 
of the Janata GoveinBent in 1977. That was a l so t h e 
crow/Lng point of Jayaprakash popular i ty ,as a mass - l e a d ^ 
He made for himself a place in the minds and hear t s of 
^}Q 
the people as the "Lok-Nayak" - the people ' s Hero, 
That also marked the fulfi lment of h is l i f e ' s ambitioB 
and dream. He became the second Gandhi, r iding the 
crust of public esteem and adorat ion. 
But soon a l l t h i s col lapsed. The Jana ta Governm^at 
could not perform the miracles expected of i t - I t could 
not f u l f i l l the promises i t had fed the f r u s t r a t e d 
people on. Socsa there was alround dis i l lus ionment and 
dii^chantment, Jayaprakash himself became physicsuLly 
very i l l and the i n t e r n a l squabblings and in f igh t ing* in 
the Janata peo'ty made h i s soul even s i c k e r . Ult imately 
he could not suffer i t anymore and qu ie t ly passed away, 
more d i s i l lus ioned than s a t i s f i e d . 
CHAPTER i n 
JAYAPaMASH NARAIM »S gXJCATIQMAL imkS 
Jayaprakash Narayan's l i f e was a chequered one. He 
was many things put in one - a revolu t ionary , a p o l i t i c a l 
a g i t a t o r , a democrat, an i d e a l i s t , a v is ionary and sage . 
He was a very warm and in t ens ive pe r sona l i t y . His m u l t i -
dimensional being was character iesed by q u a l i t i e s which 
included an in tense devotion t o whatever causes he toolpup, 
courage and fea r l e s sness , independent mindedness, reulicalism 
in thoughts , and absence i f narrow personal ambit ions. 
He dominated and influenced the Indian scene both before 
and a f t e r Independence in a number of ways. His socio -
p o l i t i c a l and educational ideas made hijn a f a i r l y popular 
f igure even in the midst of h is pears . 
After India became f r e e , he s t a r t e d taking ac t ive 
i n t e r e s t and playing h is r i gh t fu l ro l e in the s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l , 
economic and educational reconstruct ion of t he country. 
Being an n a t i o n a l i s t and a r a t i o n a l i s t t o the core , he always 
placed the i n t e r e s t s of the country above everything e l se 
and also advocated adoption of r a t i o n a l and s c i e n t i f i c methods 
for serving those i n t e r e s t s . 
Jayaprakash Narayan was not an educat ionis t i n any 
t echn ica l sense of the term. But l i k e very great wedded t o 
t h e cause of hupiafiity, he pinned his f a i th on education* 
His not ions about education can be gleaned from h i s writ iags 
^0 
and s ta toaents and given a systematic p resen ta t ion , 
CA) Aims of Education : -
To, Jayaprakash Narayan, the aim of education v;as not 
so much to impart knowledge and give t r a in ing as to produce 
b e t t e r human beings . This i s easy said than done. Jayapakash 
Narayan was qu i t e conscious t h a t i t was very d i f f i c u l t t a s k 
and tha t there was no such systaa of education p reva len t 
anywhere in the world, which could eas i ly do t h a t . He 
rea l i zed tha t though much work had been done to know and 
change man 's environment but so l i t t l e to understand and 
change man himself. The prevai l ing environment was considered 
un rea l , whose understanding and transformation were necessary 
but only t o sa t i s fy man's physical needs. The sa t i s fy ing of 
h i s other needs required something more, higher and nobler# 
I t required ittpU-cation and promotion of va lues , which alone 
can transform man and make him b e t t e r . 
In the past few yea r s , some attempts had been done in 
t he eastern and western countr ies to b u i l d a bridge between 
the inner and the outer knowledge Jayapipakash Narayan 
favoured the making of s imi la r attempts in Ind i a as w e l l . 
He favoured a s c i e n t i f i c and a moral education go hand in 
hand in order to achieve a synthesis of understanding whicb 
could cut across the dualism of body and sou l . He thought 
tha t i t was such kind of an education tha t would deny ne i the* 
t h e mater ia l nor the s p i r i t u a l and would t ru ly r e s u l t i n t o 
t h e i r u n i t y . 
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Jayaprakas.h Narayan thought t ha t educatica:) might be able 
to perform i t s t r u e functions of making both man and h i s 
environment, so t ha t the outward apd inward a c t i v i t i e s of man 
might ccaae to be cor re la ted and or iented to a common g o a l . 
For ins t ance , the science of engineering,business or p o l i t i c s 
have no inner r e l a t i onsh ip with other sc iences , e spec ia l ly t 
t h e moral sc iences . They serve the ma te r i a l s ide but leave 
the s p i r i t u a l s ide ba r ren . 
The s t a t e of educated opinion in t h i s country i s such 
tha t any p r ac t i t i one r of p o l i t i c s who attempts to follow the 
d i c t a t e s of his s p i r i t u a l education would be considered 
imprac t ica l and unf i t for the profession • 
Jayaprakash Narayan firmly be l ieved tha t an immoral 
appl icat ion of s c i a i ce would mater ia l ly and not cxily morally 
harm the society or group indulging in i t . Thus even sc ience 
needs mora l i ty . He also thought t h a t i t i s not poss ib le t o 
p red ic t the future in a s c i e n t i f i c manner* 
In the absence of such un i t ive knowledge and educat ion , 
t h e young man and woman vbo have jus t completed t h e i r formal 
education, can not make much headway in l i f e . Nor can they 
enjoy t h e i r l i ves the way they should. Science without 
moral i ty becomes b l ind as morali ty without science becomes ,lame» 
,Xn Jayaprakash Narayan's own words : - "1 can prove i t 
according t o the accepted methods of sc ience , I am sure you 
1. Brahamanand; Towards t o t a l r evo lu t ion , Jayaprakash Narayan 
India and her problems, popular prakashan, Bombay Year 1978, 
P . 33 ^ • 
w i l l be a b e t t e r and more e f f i c ien t economist, lawyer, 
doctor , engineer, c i v i l se rven t , t eacher , p o l i t i c i a n s or 
anything else you are going to p r ac t i c e in your pub l i c l i f e 
the same nora l i ty you may accept for your p r iva te long per iod 
of time^. 
He s t ressed t h a t "If you get such an amalgamaled educa-
t ion then you w i l l have not only contr ibuted much more t o 
t h e soc ia l good then you would have also have benef i ted 
personally as you would be happier and more a t peace with 
yourself , souUd in body and mind. In the long run and your 
children wi l l a lso be b e t t e r materially**, Jayaprakash 
Narayan emphasized man does not l i v e cxily to eat but has a l so 
f ine r and deeper hungers to s a t i s f y . So t r y to i n t e g r a t e 
your outward l i f e with the i n n e r , so i t becomes f u l l e r and 
meaningful to you as well as to those among whcMi you l i v e 
to work. In the course of your l i f e you w i l l face grave 
problems and you may find yourse}.f torn between contrary 
p u l l s . You do not have to go far to Seak guidence a t such 
moment of t r i a l and anxiety . There i s within each of you 
a small s t i H voice a t t r a c t i n g yourself inward, be calm 
and careful ly l i s t e n to t h a t vo ice , no one e l se can be a 
b e t t e r guide. 
He lamented t h a t in our country, a l a rge par t of t he 
resources of science have not he&n used to sa t i s fy t he 
imperative socisil needs. As Gandhiji points out "I am not 
agains t e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n and industry but I w^it e l e c t r i c i t y 
in every v i l l a g e home in my country. I do not waat tb© 
2, Ib id . P, 35 
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concentration of i n d u s t r i a l power and the use of e l e c t r i c i t y 
only t o serve the needs of the r ich and the g ian t i n d u s t r i a -
l i s t s , 
Jayaprakash Narayan wished that education espec ia l ly 
t he science education should reach the r u r a l areas and i l l u -
mine the minds and hear ts of the v i l l a g e r s . Science education 
i n the elementary schools should be taken as an educat ional 
resource . I t should be given a cen t r a l place in the c u r r i -
culum of the ch i ldren . Sc i en t i f i c knowledge and s c i e n t i f i c 
method f u l f i l many socisuL r o l e s . Today's a g r i c u l t u r e , p r e s e r -
vat ion of food, cooking and s o c i a l h a b i t s , the heme and 
hygiene have a l l become i n t e g r a l to r u r a l development. 
The most important index of our determination t o provide 
democracy and development in the country would be t o ensure 
t h a t relevant and useful science i s brought t o every v i l l a g e 
and every household in our country. 
The g rea tes t t r i b u t e which Ind ia as a nation can pay 
to Lok Nayak Jays^raksish Narayan w i l l be the harnassing of 
our tremendous s c i e n t i f i c , p o t a a t i a l s and manpower for t he 
s o c i a l and economic development and advancement of r u r a l 
Ind i a , 
Apart from s c i e n t i f i c education, t h e o ther aspect of 
education which Jayaprakash Narayan emphasised no l e s s was 
t h e soc i a l education. He thought t h a t t h e soc ia l aim of 
education takes into consideration t he soc ia l needs of ao<s±ie^f 
Education i s provided with a view to making new maabers 6^ 
socie ty famil iar with soc ia l t r a d i t i o n s , manners and cudFl^#is 
e t c . He onphasized the soc ia l aim over the ind iv idua l 
aim of education. In his scheme of t h ings , socie ty ge t s 
g rea te r import^ice and the ind iv idua l becomes of secondary 
jjnportance. In countr ies where s o c i a l i s t i c goverranents a re 
functioning t h e r e i s g rea te r emphasises on t h e soc i a l aim 
of education, 
Jayaprakash Narayan at tached paramount importance to 
freedom in a l l mat ters of education. He bel ieved t h a t i t i s 
only in an atmosphere of freedcaa t h a t one can th ink boldly 
and discover something en t i r e ly new. He was, however, not 
in favour of unbridled freedom. For, he thought , t h e r e i s 
t©o much of r i sk involved in i t . 
Me know very well tha t t h e r e cannot be a society without 
ind iv idua ls and a t the same time individuals cannot su iv ive 
without soc ia l s ecu r i t y . Thus the s o c i a l aspect of education 
Conserves the useful t r a d i t i o n s and values of a s o c i e t y , and 
the emphasis on the development of an ind iv idua l permit's 
progress in various f i e l d s of l i f e . 
Jayaprakash Narayaii's emphasis on the s c i e n t i f i c moral 
and socisil aspects of education and has" strong p lea for ex-
tending education t o t he r u r a l areas of the country, showes 
c lea r ly how a l ive he was to the soc i a l s i t u a t i o n as i t was 
developing a f te r Independence. 
CB) Gurriculum:-
LLke the aims and ob jec t ive of education, Jayaprakash 
NaT ay an ' s concept of curriculum t o o , i s modernis t ic and q u i t e 
J*» u 
in tune with the needs of the country. 
In olden days curriculum had a concept of i t s ovm. 
I t did not have the outlook t h a t i t has assumed today. I t 
was synonymous with the courses of s tud ies and the informa-
t ion tha t the students had to acquire giv«i below an idea of 
t h e old concept. 
'The old conception of eurricailum was t o c o n s i d ^ c u r r i » -
culian as merely synonymous with courses of s tudy, suggesting 
only the medium of fac tua l knowledge, which the d i f f e r en t 
subjects sought t o g i v e . I t s nature was abviously sketchy 
and I t was character ised by verbal ism". 
Jayaprakash Narayan thought t h a t curriculum cons i s t s 
of the t o t a l i t y of experiences that the pupi l receives 
through the many fold a c t i v i t i e s tha t go in the school - in 
t h e c lass - room l i b r a r y , l a b o r a t o r i e s , workshops and p lay-
grounds and in the numerous contacts between the t eacher s . 
and the pup i l s . He s t r e s sed tha t the curriculum should be 
constructed keeping in view the d i f fe ren t needs and r e q u i r e -
ment of the p u p i l . I t should the re fo re , have sound p h i l o s - ^ 
ph ica l , psychological , soc i a l and s c i e n t i f i c bases , 
Jayaprakash Narayan had ccaae to f ee l t ha t the re a re 
various defects in our curriculum tha t i t i s narrow t h e o r e t i c a l 
and bookish* And there i s lack of provision for t e chn i ca l 
and vocat ional education. He, t he re fo re , advocated t h a t i t 
should be made more experience - centred, p r a c t i c a l and 
pragmatic. I t must also sa t i s fy the t echn ica l and vocatioii«3 
needs and asp i ra t ions of the pup i l s and the country. TbuS| 
h i s views, on curriculum sound qu i t e modernist ic and 
r e a l i s t i c . 
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(C) ifethods of Educat ion:-
Though not being an educat ionis t in t he narrow and 
technica l sense of the term, Jayaprakash Narayan has g i v ^ 
sound opinions about d i f fe ren t aspects of education, 
Aias , curriculum and. methods, e t c . Like has views 
about aims and curriculum his views about methods, t o o , appear 
to be modernistic and noteworthy. 
Nineteenth and Twentieth centur ies sav/ r ad i ca l t r a n s -
formations of education, Ihiring" t h i s period var ious new 
schemes and pa t te rns of education came i n to ex is tence , M u c a -
t i o n i s t s made researches and planned ways and means of 
educating children in Psychological and s c i e n t i f i c manners, 
Jayaprakash Nar.ayan thought tha t methods of education 
employed should aim a t creat ing a type of educational environ-
ment for the boys and g i r l s in which i t may become possiblei 
for thsn to experience and l i v e the l i f e of t he community. 
The school l i f e must be organised on the l i v e s of the 
community l i f e , so t h a t the gulf between the school and the 
community, between t h e r u r a l and the urban and between the 
r e a l i t y and expectations i s br idged. 
He favoured alongwith verba l d i scourses , the adoption 
and use of such methods and devices as assignment, l a b o r a t o r i e s , 
Assemblies, and Conferences e t c . He put grea t anphasis on 
teaching through productive work and soc i a l se rv ice - Shara 
Dan - for , in his views, i t was absolutely necessary fo r t h e 
proper t r a in ing of the head, hear t and hand of the p u p i l , OB 
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the one hand, and the rapid rural regeneration of the country 
on the other, 
(D) Liscipl ine:-
litsciplines means the training of taind and formation 
of character - through the sublimation of i n s t inc t s , inculca-
t ion of right values and development of right habits and 
a t t i tudes . Jayaprakash Narayan believed that only a d i s -
ciplined mind can freely make choices in l i f e which he must. 
In his own words:- "I should l ike to speak fef a choice 
that everyone of you wi l l have to make in your l i f e , i rrespec-
t ive of your particular discipline and degree-^. 
He opened that every acadonic discipl ine has a sort of 
in te rna l discipline of i t s own and, therefore, helps in 
disciplining the mind and heart of the learner . He sayss-
"the disciplines which you have learnt here, have the i r 
own s t r i c t internal morality. No science, physical or social 
can grow i f i t does not adhere to s t r i c t t ru th and refindd 
ways of testing the t ru th . But when that discipline i s 
externalised the interneuL morality breaks down. In that 
sense science becomes a moral to be u t i l i s ed both for moral 
and immoral purposes . 
In Jayaprakash Narayan 's opinion the problai of student 
unrest or student indiscipline i s not an isolated one but i t 
i s of a much larger and deeper nature. The atmosphere in GUT 
universi t ies and colleges i s dulling to the s p i r i t . I t 
3 . Ib id . F. 33 / v r - '^^ '^*^ ^> 
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dampens the des i re and s p i r i t for free enquiry for proper 
understanding of the i ssues involved and for a me^ ingfu l 
and purjosive pa r t i c i pa t i on in the academic l i f e of t he 
campus and the soc i a l l i f e of the coflimunity. I t r a the r serves 
as a market place where rac ipes are sold for the so le pur -
pose of pas^ng examinations. The campus l i f e , t h u s , 
defeats the very purpose of education. 
In Jayaprakash Narayan*s own words s- "The student 
community has been given no i d e a l which can l i f t than from 
the mud of parochial ism, casteism and provincial ism and which 
can provide them with a channel for se l f expression and 
adventure in l i v ing"^ . 
Thus, in sura, Jayaprakash Narayan's view of education -
i t s aims, subject mat ter , method, e t c . - i s reminiscent of 
t h e Gandhian view of education. I t i s surcharged and 
sa tu ra ted with the same moral i s t zeal and fervour for the 
s o c i a l reconstruct ion of the country, especia l ly of i t s 
r u r a l areas'which charac ter ized Gandhi j i ' s system of bas ic 
education, Jayaprakash's marxism ul t imate ly found a f i n a l 
blending in to Gandhianism - in a l l i t s a spec t s , including 
education. His revolu t ionary , v i o l e n t , Marxism came to 
tenps with the evolut ionary, non - v i o l e n t , Gandhism of our 
own, Jayaprakash Narayan, t hus , represented a happy blendiiag 
of t h e M a r i a n methods and the Gandhian v a l u e s , though in 
t h e f i na l phases of h i s l i f e the moral i s t in him came to 
dominate, more and more, the revolutionary in him, Eduoatioc 
t h e r e f o r e , remained for him as much a device for s p i r i t u a l 
regeneration as a device for mater ia l p rogress . 
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Jayaprakash Narayan's observat ions on Mucat ion in I n d i a s -
Jayaprakash Narayan f e l t qu i t e d i s s a t i s f i e d with the 
system of education prevai l ing in I n d i a , He was convinced 
t h a t such a system can not de l iver the goods. He thought 
t h a t time has come for introducing urgent reforms in educa-
t i on t o make i t capable of serving the needs of t h e s tudents 
and the country. There was a l l - round d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n si>out 
i t . The student f r a t e r n i t y i t s e l f had come to look upon 
education mostly as a passport to gainful ©aaployment. Teach-
ing career was and s t i l l i s at a d iscount . I t i s often t h a t 
a b r igh t young man chooses the teaching profession only when 
he has fa i l ed to get i n t o more p res t ig ious branches of govt , 
s e r i i c e s . P o l i t i c s also looks upon education not as a v i t a l 
means t o na t iona l development but merely as providing them 
with hendles of power and oppor tun i t ies for paitronage. 
Jayaprakash Narayan f e l t purturbed over t h i s de l i be r a t e 
downgrading of .education especia l ly of t h e teaching p r o -
fess ion . He made suggestions for improving the s i t u a t i o n . 
His humble suggestion are based on the assumption tha t in 
every s i t u a t i o n , no matter how depressing, the re are found 
a few s p i r i t s in a l l sect ions of society who remain u n d i s -
mayed and are prepared to a c t . His appeal , f i r s t of a l l , i s 
t o t h e teaching community. I t - w i l l not be ser iously c h a l l e n -
ged tha t teachers are also ' responsible for t he deplorable 
s t a t e of education. But i n s p i t e of t he general f a l l in 
standards there are s t i l l many teachers who have a more 
honourable comcept of t h e i r profess ion. 
There are var ious organisat ions of teachers but most of 
them, i f not a l l , are in the nature of t r ade unions, or a t 
b e s t , function as pressure groups. These o rgan i sa t ions , no 
doubt serve some purpose but they cannot be expected to r e -
t r i e v e education from i t s present s t a t e of deadness. There-
f o r e , he humbly suggests, t o such teachers as have a more than 
m a t e r i a l i s t i c oncept of t h e i r profession and who are i n t e r e s t -
ed in the pursui t of knowledge and in sharing i t with t h e i r 
pup i l to join together in a new kind of t e a c h ^ 's o rgan i sa -
t i o n s . 
The second group to which he addresses his appeal i s t h e 
community at l a r g e . He advises t ha t a great deal of i n t e r e s t 
needs to be aroused in education among the general pub l i c 
including those of r u r a l a r ea s . He not iced t h a t apar t from 
the quan t i t a t i ve educational expansion, t he community has 
evinced no fur ther i n t e r e s t in education. The economic 
motivation behind education of course cannot and should not 
be el iminated. But unless the community f e l t tha t education 
must a lso serve o ther purposes, such as character and deveioj?-
ment efknowledge, na t iona l and soc ia l recons t ruc t ion , t h e r e 
can be no hope for improvement. The community involvement 
and pa r t i c ipa t ion in educational expansion and reform i s , 
t h e r e f o r e , a must;* 
The t h i r d groi^) to which he wants t o appeal i s t h e s tudent 
community several observers have wri t ten about the s o - c a l l e d 
student revol t or unrest and there can be no doubt t h a t i t 
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i s doing grave injury t o s tudents and a lso t o the n a t i o n . 
Jayaprakash Narayan appeals to the more adventurous and 
courageous ones in t he s tudent community to seek other ways 
of self - expression and self-development, and not tomaifce 
t h e educational i n s t i t u t i o n s t he objedts of t h e i r surp lus 
energy and enthusiasm. He asks them to be more responsive 
and respons ib le , as without i t t he re can be no hope e i t he r 
fo r them as far the country which i s s t i l l groaning under 
the af ter affects of co lon ia l r u l e . He reminds them t h a t 
during the freedom movement s tudents had played a g lor ious 
p a r t . They can play a more glor ious p a r t today for bu i ld ing 
a new India which i s f a r more challenging and important a 
t a sk than the winning of freedom from the a l ien r u l e . 
•His f i n a l i s to p o l i t i c i a n s on whom r e s t s a major p a r t 
of the respons ib i l i ty for the rapdi regeneration of our. 
soc ie ty . He holds them responsible to a l a rge extect for 
t h e lowering of our moral s tandards . Their fore power and 
apathy to na t iona l i n t e r e s t s has ifirrought havac for the country 
and unless they change and br ing themselves in tune with t h e 
. Gandhian standards the process of acce lera t ing de t e r i o r a t i on 
can not be a r res ted and reversed. 
The cumulative effect of our doings s ince I n d ^ e n d o i c e 
i s tha t education has become p r a c t i c a l l y mis education. 
Unfortunately our u n i v e r s i t i e s even a f t e r so many years of 
freedom and in sp i t e of the re being so much work wait ing to b t 
done, appear to be very much i s o l a t e d from the l i f e of the 
community, Mucat ion seems to have f a i l ed the country and 
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the na t ion . Our p o l i t i c i a n s and leaders ins tead of c lear ing 
t h e mass l e f t behind by the B r i t i s h e r s are adding more and 
more of t h e i r own to i t . the dream of t h e Mahatma has soured . 
And Jayaprakash Narayan, the second Gandhi, has a lso gone out 
of the l i f e of the nat ion as a d i s i l l u s ioned v i s ionary . There 
i s darkness, th ick and stubborn. I t i s upto education, t o 
teachers and s tudents , now to squeez some l i g h t from some-
where and produce a s i l v e r being. Well they do i t ? 
13 
CHAPTSR - IV - Conclaslons 
The Study - has led to the following broad 
conclusions, 
A. a)OCio-political philosophy and creed; 
Jayaprakash Narayan began as a f irebrand revolut ionary , 
a Marxist, but ended as a' ' true Gandhite, a soc ia l mora l i s t . 
The pr inc ip le tha t "The end j u s t i f i e s the means" could not 
hold him for long and u l t ima te ly becamse to embrace the 
Gandhian dictum t h a t "a pure end needs a pure means", the 
n a t i o n a l i s t i n him made him u l t ima te ly to sever his re la t ions 
with the Gofl:ciunist Par ty which had e x t r a - t e r r i t o r i a l l ean ings . 
The moral is t in him made him an unflinching and uncompromising 
crusader for moral and soc ia l causes. His se l f l essness was 
undeniable because he did not seek pos i t ion for himself. 
I t was hard luck for him tha t he could not become Gandhij i 's 
successor in his l i f e , though he was cast i n the Gandhian 
mould 'more than some of his towering contemporaries. 
I t is t r ag ic enough tha t his years of j a i l and his 
months of t o r t u s did not win for him the reason l i e s , 
perhaps, in the fact t h a t , unlike Nehru and P a t e l , tie could 
not become a confident of Mahatma Gaiidai and had to plough 
his own love ly furrow. He v/as man of firm bel iefs and 
s t rong convictions, liven in the face of great odds his 
dedicat ion to his moral ideals never fa l t e red and he never 
compromised with the dishonest or the shoddy. He s t r i v e d 
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throughout his l i f e for the aplif tment of the poores t 
and the down trodden, the isarvodaya movement of Viniba Bhave 
with which he associated and ' iden t i f i ed himself, came aS a 
new Social awakening which had great promises for the 
suffering multitude in the rura l a r ea s . The landless 
labourers found in him a soc ia l Kasiha for t h e i r age-old 
ailments - depr ivat ion , degradation, dehumanisation, e t c . 
He was soc ia l i d e a l i s t and v is ionary , a great op t i i a i s t , 
Hope never died in him, d i f f i c u l t i e s and challenges could 
never deter him. Despite a l i fe t ime of witnessing men's 
capaci ty for violence and c rue l ty , se l f i shness and corrupt ion. 
Jayaprakash had re-tained an emotional f a i t h in man's capac i ty 
to achieve goodness and t ru th which transcended a l l r a t i o n a l 
r e f l ec t i on . 
He was not a mere vis ionary and s e n t i m e n t a l i s t . The 
r a t i o n a l i s t and humanist i n him made him to transcend a l l 
gaze on higher horizons. He transfoimed the re l ig ious 
narrowness of Vindba Bhave's iiarvodaya movement in to a 
twentieth century humanism, . . 
In the l a s t phase of his l i f e he had v i r t u a l l y taken 
upon himself the role of the gadfly and the conscience -
keeper of the country. But unfor tuna te ly , he had become by 
then too - tox-zering to be within;^ the reach of the understanc 
ing and emulation of the pigmies around him. His s t a t e l y 
s t a t u r e had become p r a c t i c a l l y a weakness of h is miss ion, ^ 
he had become a very misunderstood na t iona l f igure . 
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iie \}e& convinced that people coald be persuaded to 
serve the comiiiUiiity and the poor, even a t great s a c r i f i c e 
of wealth and s t a t u s . He l e l i ved tha t a l l man have capaci ty 
for emotional involvement with o the r s . Relying on the bas ic 
human goodness , ha to ld his country man the hai«h and unpata-
table t ruths about human sufferings to secure the ind iv idua l 
and cure the soc ie ty . No amount of opposit ion or f a i l u re 
dampened his s p i r i t or dimmed his f a i t h . His optimism, 
youthfulness, bubbling enthusiasm, bel ied his jreai^. His 
uprightness was not only no ra l ' bu t ph^^ i co l ' a l so . 
He always f e l t g rea t ly a t t r a c t e d and at tached to the 
young man and found pleasure in t h e i r fresh o r i g i n a l i t y , 
i n the vigour of t h e i r ideal ism, i n the impatience of t h e i r 
radical ism. His mind was always open to new ideas , s o c i a l 
theor ies and movements and the d issent ing and p ro te s t ing 
voices always poured music in his democratic e a r s . 
During -the whole course of his l i f e he had possessed 
great magnetism for both man and woman, t r e a t i n g them 
equa l ly with courtesy and sympathy. Although he never 
consciously sought i t , he involved his followers in an^ 
af fec t ion for him tha t was almost i do l a t rous . 
His soc ia l ideas v;ere the centra l drive of his l i f e 
and the fabric of nis being. Once in pu r su i t of a cause, 
nis cast of mind was i n f l e x i b l e . He gave unself ish personal 
l o y a l i t y to Gandhi, Jawahar Lai Nehru and Yinoba Bhave, 
Mater ia l ly he had passed a l i f e of Aus te r i ty , self-demical 
u 
and se l f - s a c r i f i c e , o^ y tne rxobility of nis S t r iv ings 
he gave hunanity a hope and a d i rec t ion for the futu2?e. As 
oxie of the g rea tes t humanists and a hope and a d i r ec t ion for 
t h j future. As one of the grea tes t humanists and feci f i s t s 
of our time he hys blazed a t r i a l wnich few, i f any, would 
dare to t red on. 
Jayaprakash Narayan was not an educat ionis t i n the narrow, 
teclitnical, sense of the term. And yet he has made observat ions 
on the Indian educational system of his t imes, which c l e a r l y 
show how much concerned he f e l t about i t , and how urgen t ly 
and thoroughly reformed he wanted i t to be, 
( s ) Aims and Objectives of i-Jducatj-Qnt Like Gandhi^i, 
Jryapraicash Ilarayan also wanted^ education to develope the 
human personal i ty i n a l l i t s respects - phys ica l , mental , 
S o c i a l , emotional and s p i r i t u a l . He wished education to 
become a potent instrument for the mater ia l and s p i r i t u a l 
advancemaat of the s o c i e t y . To him mere mater ia l progress 
was not to be the end of educat ion. For moral and s p i r i t u a l 
poverty was to him, no l e s s cr ippl ing and degrading than 
the mater ia l poverty. In o rder , the re fore , to be t r u e , 
education was perforce of necess i ty to remove the mater ia l 
and moral emporishments ana to enrich the individual and the 
Socie ty in both these respec t s , 
Jayaprakash Karayan wanted education to take up the task 
of ru ra l reconstruction in rea l e a rne s t . His sympathies. 
were always for the ignorant , poor, exp lo i ted , mii l ions 
l i v i n g in the far-f lung ru t a l areas of the country. He 
wished the l i g h t of education reacn the dark recesses of 
t n e i r minds and h e a r t s , Tne iiarvodaya iovement launched by 
him was an eaucational movement as \ ^ 1 1 . He also wanted 
education to fight against supe r s t i t i ous and a l l kinds of 
pre judices . He "believed the future of democracy i n Ind ia 
would be bleak i f education does not produce enough man 
and woman with discerning minds, los ing and compassioning 
h e a r t s , and working and producing hands, 
(b) Curriculum; 
Jayaprakash Narayan favoured inc lus ion of a l l those 
s u b j e c t s , a c t i v i t i e s and experiences i n the curriculum which 
could t r a i n the head, h e a r t , and the hands proper ty . Any 
and every subject of s tudy was welcome to him in the 
curriculum which could make the youngmen and women more human 
and humane. Thus, sc iences , soc i a l sc iences , and humane. 
Thus, sc iences , s.ocial s c i ences , and humanities could a l l be 
t h e s e , with some productive and soc i a l work as p a r t of 
t r a in ing of the hands thrown i n , 
C c) Methods; Being a domocrat to the core , Jayaprakash Har^yan 
wanted deciocracy to p reva i l i n the classroom. He was averse 
to a l l d i c t a t o r i a l methods and tendencies which make education 
and the Campus - l i f e more an unescapable ordeal then an 
invigora t ing experience. 
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